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Claudia DeMonte’s Female Fetish, 1996-2010, wood, pewter, paint

TNS

Marci Burton, a curriculum intern in archae-
ological conservation, brushes around a gel
emulsion to clean a vessel stand from Ur at
the Penn Museum. The stand, dating to
about 2400 B.C., is being cleaned because
it will be included in an upcoming exhibit. 
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Saint Mary’s Hospital in Wa-
terbury took a major step last
month to make breast imaging
better and more comfortable for
its patients. 

It recently purchased the
medical imaging technology
called 3D Mammography with
Tomography, which has become
the latest standard of care for
breast screening. 

It joins Waterbury Hospital,
which has had three 3-D mam-
mography units in the area for
two years. 

The new center is designed to
make the procedure more precise
as well as more visually comfort-
able and appealing, said Tony

Costino, director of imaging serv-
ices at Saint Mary’s. “Previously,
we would have to give the woman
a mammography in one area, and
if she needed breast ultrasound,
we would have to take them
down, in their gowns, to another
department,” Costino said. “And
now, in our new suite, they don’t
have to go anywhere. They are in
a really nice suite. Comments
that we heard from women are
that it’s soothing, comforting and
spalike.”

The hospital began construc-
tion on its new center for breast
imaging last August, buoyed by a
contribution of $800,000 from
the Saint Mary’s Hospital Foun-
dation. 

Conventional 2-D mammogra-
phy takes pictures that give an

image where all of the breast
structures along a line are over-
lapped. When that tissue is most-
ly fat, it is generally not a
problem for radiologists. But
when a patient’s tissue is dense,
the X-ray cannot find as much
because most of the tissue ap-
pears white on screen, which
many say is like “looking for a
polar bear in a snowstorm.”

Several studies have found
that 3-D mammograms find
more cancers than traditional 2-
D mammograms and also reduce
the number of false positives. 

In 3-D mammography, multi-
ple images, or X-rays, of breast
tissue recreate a 3-D picture of
the breast, providing greater vis-

BETTER PREVENTION

Community
United Way funding to help
local organizations. 8D
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Ann Razza, a Saint Mary’s radiology technician with the hospital’s mammography machine.

HEALTH

Saint Mary’s Hospital taking advantage of 
3D technology in the fight against breast cancer 

IN 3D MAMMOGRAPHY,
the x-ray arm sweeps in a
slight arc over the breast,
taking multiple breast im-
ages. Mary Anne Carpenter,
operations manager for ra-
diology, said most insurance
plans will now cover 3D
Mammography screenings.
She says that it is particular-
ly effective for patients with
extremely dense breasts. 

FOR THOSE PATIENTS
who are uninsured or un-
derinsured, Saint Mary’s
Foundation has a breast
screening fund that offers
funding for mammography
screenings. Since its incep-
tion, the breast screening
fund covers an average of
160 screenings annually.

BY TRACEY  O’SHAUGHNESSY
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There’s nothing like a good shoe to
make a woman feel:

A. Beautiful
B) Empowered
C) Indebted
D) Imprisoned
Or, perhaps, for artist Claudia De-

Monte, “E: All of the above.”
Shoes, for the feminist artist, are as

much about vigor as they are about vic-
timization. They are amulet and lode-
stone, accessory and affliction, control
and confinement. 

Shoes are not the only totemic objects
with which DeMonte plays, but they of-
ten operate as a canvas for her: a fetish
and a fascination. Shoes are objects that
bolster and bind, heighten and empow-
er. They are as ever-present and utili-
tarian as the whisk broom and dustpan
— and as symbolically freighted. 

The Mattatuck’s small but worth-
while exhibit “Partners: Claudia De-
Monte and Ed McGowin,” presents
many of DeMonte’s domestically
charged works and it’s a pleasure to see

If the shoe fits: ‘Partners’ a pleasure to see 

“Give a girl a good pair of shoes and she can conquer the world.”
— MARILYN MONROE

BY TOM AVRIL  
PHILLY.COM

The graceful ceramic pedestal was coated
with a thin layer of dirt, some of it perhaps
lodged in the artifact’s clay pores for thou-
sands of years.

Wielding a soft brush, Marci Burton ap-
plied a blob of clear gel to the object’s sur-
face, then removed it moments later, taking a
bit of grime with it. Bit by bit, the pedestal’s
grayish hue gave way to a milky beige.

Burton is part of a massive conservation ef-
fort at the University of Pennsylvania Muse-
um of Archaeology and Anthropology, which
is preparing a new exhibit of nearly 1,200
finds from ancient sites in the Middle East
that opens April 21.

To prepare these works of art and history
for display, the conservators apply the tools
of science. A laser was used to lift centuries
of grit from limestone carvings. A 3-D printer
produced a new head for the statue of a bull.
A technique called X-ray fluorescence re-
vealed the type of metal alloys used to make
certain relics, guiding the choice of treat-
ment.

And for delicate cleaning, the preferred op-
tion is gel. The viscous substance that Burton
dabbed on the pedestal did not look like
much, but it represented some sophisticated
chemistry.

Depending on the composition of dirt to be
removed, Penn Museum’s conservators use
one of six gel formulations that gently clean
without harming the surface beneath —
chemically binding, dissolving, or simply lift-
ing off unwanted residue. The staff was
trained last fall by the man who pioneered
the concept: Richard C. Wolbers, an associate
professor of art conservation at the Universi-
ty of Delaware.

“It’s a meditatively slow process,” Burton
said, working the gel in a circular motion on
the surface of the 4,400-year-old relic. The
pedestal, unearthed in 1927 on a joint expedi-
tion by the Penn Museum and the British Mu-
seum, is thought to have been a stand for
holding a ceremonial vessel of some sort.

Wolbers started using gels in the 1980s to
treat paintings, and they also have been used
to clean historic papers. 

Their use on ancient ceramics is a relative-
ly recent development. The last time some-
one treated the pedestal that Burton was
working on, in 2012, dust was removed with a
soft brush, a vacuum, and swabs moistened
with de-ionized water.

That procedure was only partly effective,
said Lynn A. Grant, Penn Museum’s head
conservator. And the goal is to avoid using
water where possible, lest it carry dirt into
the object’s pores.

The gels contain water, too, but it is mixed
with food-grade xanthan gum — a substance
used in some ice creams, salad dressings, and
sauces. The resulting jellylike texture allows
the conservator to control how much of the
cleaning agent touches an object’s surface,
with no unnecessary wetting, spreading, and
dripping, Wolbers said.

In addition to water, the gels contain small
amounts of acids, enzymes, or other chemical
agents suited for each task. With each object
to be cleaned, Penn conservators start by ap-
plying a small dab from each of six standard
gel recipes that Wolbers has perfected over
the years.

New science
brings back 
ancient items

See SHOES, Page 2D

See CANCER, Page 2D
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COMMENTARY 
Bethlehem Seniors: Some
trips RSVP and payable by
mailed check-only to Town
of Bethlehem, P.O. Box 160,
Bethlehem, CT 06751, atten-
tion “Theresa” on front on
envelope, include phone
number on check. Cost for
bus generally is $1 for lunch
trips; lunches generally on
your own. Departures are
from town hall, 36 Main St.
South. March 14: Cabela’s
Sporting Goods, East Hart-
ford, departure 10 a.m.
Lunch stop at Rein’s Deli in
Vernon. March 18: Thomas-
ton Opera House (sold out)
for “To Kill a Mockingbird,”
departure 1 p.m. Costs in-
clude ticket and bus; $12
Bethlehem residents, $24
nonresidents. 203-266-
6699, ext. 303.

Blanche McCarthy Senior
Center (Winsted): March 12:
Mohegan Sun Casino, de-
parture 7:30 a.m. Includes
$15 meal coupon or free
buffet coupon, plus $10
voucher for play. $25. March
20: St. Patrick’s Day at the
Aqua Turf, Plantsville, de-
parture 10 a.m. Includes
lunch and entertainment.
$49. April 17: Lunch and
Movie at Wood’s Pit BBQ
and Bantam Cinema, depar-
ture 11 a.m. $24. All trips
RSVP. 860-379-4252 or
860-379-8325.

Bridgewater Senior Center:
Departure time, costs and
RSVP at 860-355-3090.

Butteerfly Travel (Wolcott
area seniors): Info and RSVP
with Gale after 5 p.m., 203-
879-2784.

Cheshire Senior Travel Club:
Trips (also includes SC
Transportation Office) are
RSVP, depart from Stop &
Shop parking lot. March 18:
Lyman Hall at SCSU, New
Haven, for the Celtic Tenors,
departure TBD. Lunch at lo-
cal Irish restaurant. $30.
March 20: St. Patrick’s Day
Celebration at Aqua Turf,
Plantsville, departure TBD.
Includes Padraig Allen and
the Maclean Avenue Band,
dinner. $42. March 23:
Knights of Columbus Muse-
um, New Haven, for “World
War I: Beyond the Front
Lines” exhibit (free), depar-
ture TBD. Lunch on own at
Brownstone Restaurant,
Hamden. $5 bus fee. March
28: Mohegan Sun Casino,
Uncasville, departure 8 a.m.
$26. 203-272-3165.

Colebrook Senior Center:
March 26: Tanger Outlets,
departure 7:30 a.m. RSVP.
860-738-9521.

Fallls Avenue Community
Center and Senior Services:
All trips RSVP and leave
from the town municipal
center, 61 Echo Lake Road,
Watertown. March 24: JFK
Library, Boston, departure
7:30 a.m. Includes special
exhibition “JFK at 100,” time
at Quincy Market, lunch on
your own. $84 per person
based on 42 to 50 partici-
pants. April 28: West Point,
N.Y., for West Point Acade-
my Dress Parade, departure
8 a.m. Includes parade,
lunch at Hotel Thayer, guid-
ed tour of West Point high-
lights. $110 per person
based on 40 to 52 partici-
pants. May 20: Ellis Island
and Statue of Liberty, New
York City, departure 7:30
a.m. Audioguide, round-trip
ferry ticket. $83. Info at
860-945-5246.

Litchfield Community Cen-
ter: March 11: Waterbury
Symphony Orchestra at
Naugatuck Valley Communi-
ty College, Waterbury, de-
parture 2 p.m. for 3 p.m.
show. $35 per person, in-
cludes transportation and
ticket. RSVP. 860-567-8302.

Middlebury Seniorr Center:
March 15: Christmas Tree
Shop, Orange, departure
10:30 a.m. March 22: Red,
White and Blue, Waterbury,
departure 10:30 a.m. Shop-
ping time and lunch. RSVP.
203-577-4166.

Naugatuck Senior Center:
March 20: Foxwoods Resort
Casino, depart 7:30 a.m.
$25 per person, food vouch-
er and Keno cards received
back as rebates. RSVP. April
17: Foxwoods Resort Casino,
depart 7:30 a.m. $25 per
person, food voucher and
Keno cards received back as
rebates. RSVP. 203-720-
7069.

Oxford Senior Center:
March 26: Out trip to the
Cracker Barrel restaurant
and store, departure 11 a.m.
March 27: Foxwoods Resort
Casino, departure 8 a.m.

More info, costs, and RSVPs
at 203-881-5231.

Seymour Senior Center:
March 19: Royalty Wine
Tasting Party, North Haven,
departure 12:45 p.m. Wine
samplings with light appe-
tizers. $35. March 26: Mohe-
gan Sun Casino, Uncasville,
departure 8 a.m. $15 food
voucher or free buffet
coupon, $15 wheel play. $22.
March 29: Westchester
Broadway Theatre, Elms-
ford, N.Y., for “A Chorus
Line,” departure 9:30 a.m.
Tony Award-winning musi-
cal is a mixture of dance,
song and compelling drama.
Includes transportation,
show and lunch. $65. All
trips RSVP. 203-888-0406,
ext. 1.

Southbury SSenior Center:
Transportation costs vary,
payable to Town of South-
bury, check or cash. RSVP
all trips. Check with senior
center for Shopping Trips
with Robin days, times and
destinations. March 23: New
York Botanical Garden,
Bronx, N.Y., for Orchid Show,
departure 8:30 a.m. Narrat-
ed tram tour, stop at library,
lunch on own. $26. March
24: XL Center, Hartford, for
Hartford Wolf Pack vs. Her-
shey Bears AHL hockey
game, departure 1:15 p.m.
$14. 203-262-0651. 

Sullivan Senior Center (Tor-
rington): Trips RSVP and
also open to public on first
come, first served basis.
March 30: Mohegan Sun
Casino, Uncasville, depar-
ture 8 a.m. Includes $15
food credit or free buffet,
two free $10 bets, gratuities.
$25. April 19: Westchester
Broadway Theatre, Elms-
ford, N.Y. for “Sister Act”
matinee performance, de-
parture TBD. includes trans-
portation, lunch, show and
driver’s gratuity. $110 per
person. April 26-29: Nor-
folk, Va. for Parade of Na-
tions and Virginia Interna-
tional Tatto, departure TBD.
Includes three nights lodg-
ing, Spirit of Norfolk dinner
cruise, NATO Fest activities
and more. $542 double,
$739 single. April 27: Mohe-
gan Sun Casino, Uncasville,
departure 8 a.m. Receive
$15 food credit or free buf-
fet, plus two free $10 bets.
Includes gratuities. $25 per
person. 860-489-2211, ext.
8.

The (Thomaston) Happy
Travelers: March 20: St.
Patrick’s Celebration at the
Aqua Turf, Plantsville (sold
out). Information with Marie
Olcese at 860-283-9269.

Wolcottt Senior Association:
March 19: Mohegan Sun
Casino, Uncasville, depar-
ture 7:30 a.m. from recre-
ation area on Nichols Road.
Includes casino package; no
refunds. $25 per person. In-
formation and RSVP with
Bob at 203-756-6689.

Wolcott (Charles Rietdyke)
Senior Center: RSVP for all
trips and/or the bus. March
13: Christmas Tree Shop, de-
parture 9 a.m. March 18:
Warner Theatre, Torrington,
for “The Irish ... And How
They Got That Way” musi-
cal, departure 12:30 p.m.
Dinner follows show. $31.
March 20: Shopping at
Boscov’s, Meriden, depar-
ture 9:45 a.m. March 21:
New England Air Museum
tour, Windsor Locks, depar-
ture 9 a.m. Lunch follows at
the Dakota Steakhouse. $15
by March 7. March 22: Lunch
at the Great Taste of China,
New Britain, departure 11
a.m. March 27: Lunch at East
Side German Restaurant,
New Britain, departure 11
a.m. April 19: Seven Angels
Theatre, Waterbury, for
“Second Chance” comedy,
departure 1 p.m. $44 by
March 15. 203-879-8133.

Woodbury Senior Center:
RSVP for all trips. March 14:
Palace Theater, Waterbury,
for “Rhythm of the Dance,”
12 free tickets to those who
entered contest, departure
TBD. March 18: Thomaston
Opera House for “To Kill a
Mockingbird,” departure
TBD, $23 non-refundable,
pay by March 9. Senior bus
theater trips (non-refund-
able) to Nelson Hall at Elim
Park, Cheshire, for April 6:
The Gilbert and Sullivan
Players’ “I’ve Got a Little
Twist,” 7:30 p.m. show. $32
per person, RSVP by Feb.
23. May 20: “Triple Espres-
so—A Highly Caffeinated
Comedy,” $32 per person,
RSVP by April 9. 203-263-
2828.

SENIOR EXCURSIONS

H ere is the most
difficult thing
I’ve ever had to
write: 

Mr. William L. “Bill”
Dunn, of Park Drive, Clinton,
died peacefully surrounded
by loved ones at Middlesex
Hospital in Middletown, on

Feb.
16,
2018,
at the
age of
86.

Bill
is sur-
vived
by his
loving
wife of
63
years,

Jane H. Dunn, and his chil-
dren and their spouses,
William (Joyce) of Torring-
ton; Timothy (Paula) of
Nashville, Tenn.; Kathryn
Scott (Joseph) of Portland;
Jeremiah (Nancy) of Clinton;
and Cornelius (Cynthia) of
Newtown. Bill was preceded
in death by his parents, Jere-
miah and M. Loretta Dunn,
and his siblings, Anna,
Daniel, Loretta, Jane, and
Elizabeth. He is survived by

11 grandchildren and two
great grandchildren. 

Born on Dec. 22, 1931, in
New Haven, Bill graduated
from Hillhouse High School
and in 1954 received a bache-
lor’s degree from New Haven
State Teachers College (now
Southern Connecticut State
University). 

He also earned advanced
degrees from the University
of Connecticut and the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island. He
served four years in the U.S.
Navy Reserve and two years
in the U.S. Army, but did not
root for Navy during the an-
nual Army/Navy football
game because the Army nev-
er made him seasick. 

Bill worked as a teacher in
the New Haven school sys-
tem for 27 years, and during
the summers was head life-
guard at the Clinton Town
Beach. He organized and ran
the town beach youth pro-
gram each summer, and
could be found most sunny
days perched on a lifeguard
chair, and in the days before
sunblock, he would wear an
oversized pith helmet and
protect his nose and lips with
bright white zinc oxide. Bill
also was the first Parks and

Recreation director for the
town of Clinton. Upon retir-
ing from teaching, Bill began
a second career as the public
relations director for the
Connecticut Water Co.,
where he relished the oppor-
tunities to charter small
planes and take aerial photo-
graphs of water company
properties. He later was
elected and served four years
as a probate court judge. 

Bill was very active in the
community, serving as a
Clinton police commissioner,
vice chair of the Democratic
Town Committee, past presi-
dent of the Clinton Rotary
Club, past president of the
Clinton Men’s Softball
League, past director of the
Clinton Chamber of Com-
merce, a founder and past
president of the Clinton
Touchdown Club and head
coach of the mighty Clinton
Packers. 

A longtime fan of the
Boston Red Sox, New York
Giants, Notre Dame football,
and UConn basketball, Bill
also was a life member of the
Elks Club in Westbrook, and
a parishioner of St. Mary
Church of the Visitation in
Clinton. Bill took great pride

in his Irish heritage, and was
named Irishman of the Year
by the Elks Club in 1976. 

During much of his adult
life, Bill worked many part-
time jobs to help support his
family. But despite his busy
schedule, he always found
time to share his knowledge
and experience with his chil-
dren and grandchildren,
whether it was the proper way
to sing an Irish ballad or how
to throw a sharp-breaking
curveball. In addition, he loved
to work in his garden and tin-
ker at his work bench in the
garage. During his final years,
he enjoyed nothing better than
to drive down to the docks and
eat lunch while gazing at his
beloved Clinton Harbor.

■ ■ ■
I’m going to miss you, Dad.

You lived a long, full life, but
it still hurts that you’re gone.
Please save some seats for us
next to Jesus. And since St.
Patrick’s Day is coming soon,
you can be sure I’ll raise a
glass of green O’Doul’s in
your honor. 

Bill Dunn is a freelance
writer who resides in Torring-
ton. He can be reached at
MerryCatholic@gmail.com. 

Saying goodbye is hard to do

BILL DUNN

ibility. It has become the
standard of care for breast
health care.

“The 3D allows us, if there
is an area of suspicion, rather
than make the patient come
back for special views, we
are now able to take certain
slices or images of the breast
every so many millimeters,”
Costino said. 

Dr. Marco Verga, a radiol-
ogist at Diagnostic Radiology
Associates in Waterbury,
said 3D mammography has

had a powerful impact on pa-
tients. 

“The great thing about 3D
is that it has been proven to
find 40 percent more inva-
sive cancers than 2-D alone,”
Verga said. “Invasive breast
cancers are the most danger-
ous types. We just know we
are saving lives that way.”

The other benefit of 3D is
that because it’s such an ac-
curate exam, we’ve reduced
the number of call backs.
We’ve definitely reduced
those phone calls by about 20
percent.” 

Verga said he has found
that 3D mammography al-
lows radiologists to see
through dense breast tissue
better than before, although
it is not a substitute for more
imaging, usually through ul-
trasound.

“Dense tissue in a lot of
folks is just too hard to see,
even in 3-D.” 

In cases where density ob-
scures a complete view, pa-
tients have the opportunity to
have additional ultrasound.
“I can’t tell you how many
cancers I found on ultra-

sound because we are find-
ing cancers that are much
smaller now,” Verga said.

However, although an annu-
al mammogram is typically
covered by insurance, ultra-
sound is not. 

For those patients who are
uninsured or underinsured,
Saint Mary’s Foundation has
a Breast Screening Fund that
offers funding for mammog-
raphy screenings. 

Since its inception, the
Breast Screening Fund cov-
ers an average of 160 screen-
ings annually.

CANCER: Patients can get financial help
Continued from 1D

them alongside those of her
husband, McGowin, with
whom DeMonte shares an
obvious affinity for objects
and their allusive power.
Both artists tilt to an arch
(pun intended) sensibility,
leavened with a deep rever-
ence for the talismanic quali-
ties of things, which they
juxtapose and adorn with
flourishes that are as amus-
ing as they are accusatory.

For DeMonte, who came of
age with the feminist move-
ment, aspersion came first.
Her early work plucked
items out of the distaff do-
mestic sphere, then deified
and demonized them. So, the
grunge work of domesticity
— brooms, vacuums, aprons
and the like — became
totemic objects to flog and to
skewer. What were a pair of
shoes, after all, but a way to
draw a man’s gaze while de-
bilitate a woman’s agency? So
her shoes — simple low-
heeled black pumps — be-
came canvases on which to
weld her dreams and under-
score her burdens. 

The objects of domesticity
— coffee pots or toasters —
became symbols of imprison-
ment on which she would
graffiti her aspirations. She
did this largely with pewter
(“the poor man’s silver”)
symbols, fastened onto wood-
en black objects, like shoes or
dust pans. Sauce pans meet
globes; pitchers meet suitcas-
es; jets soared through the pet
dog. Dreams met drudgery.
Fantasies wrestled with obli-
gations. And all of it served to
underscore the duality and
ambiguity of being a woman.

DeMonte’s “Female
Fetish” (1996-2010) is a won-
derful assemblage of many of
these oppositional conversa-
tions in which DeMonte has
become so fluent. What will
grab viewers are the flashy
accessories festooned to the
objects, a theme DeMonte
takes up differently in her
“Women’s World,” (1996), a
larger, quilt-like presentation
of many of these themes. 

The sense a viewer gets
with these pieces is the nei-
ther/nor dialogue that perco-
lates through the artist’s
work. Things, particularly of
the domestic variety, are not
just banal, but inhabited with
an iconic, sacramental power. 

McGowin funnels his own
inheritance of the American
south into thoughtful, pun-
gent mixed media works that

explore the blending of the
black and white cultures as a
way to reconcile issues like
racial oppression and cultur-
al appropriation.

His alter ego “T.M. Dos-
sett” explores freighted lega-
cies, like that of the death of
civil rights activist Medgar
Evers. These works — black
felt on white muslin, explode
with the convergence of con-

flict and victimization, cruel-
ty and rhapsody. These are
powerfully rhythmic works
that produced incredible un-
ease. Like “Little Richard
and Jerry Lee Lewis,” a large
work of carved and painted
wood figures, McGowin
weaves history, symbols and
cultural imagery with a sense
of confusion and complicity. 

In McGowin’s work, car-
toonish figures of rock n’ roll
figures, preachers, choirs,
devils, performers and pi-
anos thread together like
black-and-white branches of
the same tree. 

SHOES: Domestic inspiration
Continued from 1D

IF YOU GO
WHAT: “Partners: Clau-
dia DeMonte and Ed Mc-
Gowin”

WHERE: Mattatuck 
Museum, 144 W. Main St.,
Waterbury

WHEN: through April 22

HOW: visit 
mattmuseum.org 
or call 203-753-0381

The work of Claudia DeMonte is on view at the Mattatuck
Museum in Waterbury through April.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Ed McGowin’s works exploring racial identity and history, like ‘Dr. King,’ are part of the
‘Partners’ exhibit at the Mattatuck Museum in Waterbury through April 26.


